ONLY   MONGOOSES

although it takes days for a cat or a dog to discover the
proper way to get inside a mosquito curtain, mongooses
find out at once that what they have to do is to lift it and
pass underneath.

In the preceding pages I have attempted to show that
zebra mongooses possess some of the qualities which we
admire most in men. One may safely assume that if, while
remaining psychically unchanged, they walked about
exclusively on their hind legs and had no caudal appendage,
some society for the protection of aborigines would include
them in the number of its proteges. This being, however,
not the case, they are left exposed, without effective inter-
ference in their favour on anybody's part, to unrestrained
persecution by the peoples among whom their lot is cast.
The natives of East and Central Africa hunt them with
packs of curs for their flesh and for their skin, without any
necessity whatsoever; for those tribes which are chiefly
responsible for this wholesale extermination are rich in
goats and in cattle, and may besides, in many parts, hunt
game to their hearts' content.

It is with a bitter feeling that I bear testimony, in con-
clusion, to the melancholy fact that the missions do nothing
to prevent this wanton destruction of highly gifted, sensi-
tive, and harmless creatures.

Neither must I omit to mention, O Christians! that the
Herpestes zebra has one ally, one only: the True Believer
does not hunt it. Allah Akhbar!